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Abstract

As industrialization continues to deepen, metal materials, whose
variety expands along, become critical representative substance of the
20th and 21st centuries. In particular, when applied to sculpting art, as
they are fundamental to the construction of modern industries, their
direct reflection of people's way of life and the spirit of the industrial era
renders impressive results.

The power and speed of machine productions are more emphasized
in the modern era. Influenced by this trend, sculpting artists set out to
experiment on the use of different metal materials. These artists have
made substantial progress in developing an alternative style to present
their work.

The combination of modern technologies—represented by metal
materials—and art, therefore, indicates that art is no longer about
mastering techniques, but incorporating the artist's ideas, the spirit of the
era and the applied materials to develop human culture, making the form
and content of sculpting art much more diversified than before.

By analyzing industrial productions, ready-made industrial objects
and the re-production of them, as well as kinetic sculpture, this paper
aims to show how metal materials have become so uniquely important
in the development of modern sculpting art, their distinguished
characteristics in forms, as well as the expanded use of such materials.

By reviewing the development of metal sculpting art in this island,

a unique language of sculpture in Taiwan is confirmed in this paper. This
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is a language in which diversified expressions are made through special
interpretations to materials, space and ideas, all different from those in
the old days. This is also a language that speaks the unique sculpting

aesthetics in Taiwan.

Key words: Metal forms, Direct metal sculpture, Minimalism,

Kinetic sculpture, Sculpture in Taiwan
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