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Abstract

Despite his humble origins, Ju Ming’s ceaseless effort has
earned him worldly fame and opportunities throughout the globe over
the past half century. During this time, high modern, late modern,
postmodern, post colonial and globalization phases have come
and gone, and Taiwanese society has responded to these changes
accordingly. Ju Ming’s traversal between the local and global
environments has doubtless enriched his perspective and artistic
oeuvre, which has in turn challenged scholars to generate various
ways to frame Ju Ming’s sculptural art.

“Nativism? Modernism? Postmodernism?” adopts these
periodizations to examine the impact of Nativism and Modernism on
Ju Ming and how the artist established his own artistic identity, and
examines how Ju Ming’s venturing into the Western world coincided
with the rise of Postmodernism, followed by Postcolonial discourse.
This paper will additionally focus on how Ju Ming’s Living World
Series corresponded to this global trend.

Finally, this paper proposes to discard the periodization of
Nativism, Modernism and Postmodernism to allow a new perspective
on how Ju Ming’s personal choices coincided with these global
shifts with increasing spontaneity. Through this examination, we may
better understand the artist’s autonomy, spontaneity and humanity as
a means of recognizing his consistent philosophical perspective on
art creation.

Keywords: Nativism, Modernism, Postmodernism, Autonomy,
Spontaneity, Humanity
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