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Abstract

Malaysian Chinese have long been seen as dissident by
compatriot Malays, while visiting Taiwan, they are considered to be
foreigners despite sharing a common ethnicity with the majority of
Taiwan’s population. Displacement of cultural identity is a collective
experience shared by Malaysian Chinese artists. Being homosexual
as well, the subject of this essay, Malaysian Chinese Artist Dua,
thus bears the status of multiple disadvantaged minorities, which
in turn has given rise to his cultural resistance. During his time in
Taiwan, Dua was able to embrace grotesque, lust and primitiveness,
confronting the challenges of contemporary art with a brand
new gesture. When studying ceramic in Taiwan, he abandoned
Chinese ink and Western paintings, which he had learnt previously.
Combining properties of clay with the cultures of Malaysian
rainforest and ancient Chinese bronze ware, he unfolds his gender
and cultural identity via sculpture. The artist takes on the tactic
of camp. By displaying the power of penis with exaggeration and
adopting the idea of phallicism from indigenous tribes, he creates
his own erotic monsters and probs into personal sexual nature.
Apart from artistic expression, Dua also considers his works as
ritual components. Through fictional ceremony of primitive art and
Art Brut-like practice, the gaze of modern art is reversed, and the
recognition of a marginalized subject is regained. The ultimate goal

of the mythological cosmic view constructed by Dua is to create an
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heterogeneous space within the society, as a resistance against the

reality.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese Artist, Camp, Heterogeneous Space,
Phallicism, Dua
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